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“prevent evidence of its vehicles” shortcomings from becoming known.”

21, Plaintiff’s vehicle contains an electronic throttle control system
(“ETC”). Unlike traditional throttle control systems, where a physical cable
connects the accelerator pedal to the engine throttle, under the ETC system, the
engine throttle is controlled by electronic signals sent from the gas pedal to the
engine throttle. A sensor at the accelerator detects how far the gas pedal is
depressed and transmits that information to a computer module which controls a
motorized engine throttle. The computer module determines how far the
accelerator is depressed, and, in turn, tells the engine throttle motor how far to
open the throttle valve.

22, Atfirst, the ETC continued to include a mechanical linkage between
the accelerator and the engine throttle control, but beginning with the 2001 model
year, Defendants began manufacturing, distributing, and selling vehicles without
such mechanical linkage. Defendants® ETC system also fails to include a failsafe
measure incorporated by other vehicle manufacturers which instructs the ETC
system to automatically reduce the engine to idle whenever the brakes are applied.

23, Many of Defendants” vehicles now include an electronic 1gnition
button rather than a mechanical ignition key-turned switch. In such cars, no
mechanical means exists to turn off the engine in the case of unintended
acceleration.

24, The combination of the lack of these safety systems creates a
situation in which there is no mechanical or electronic failsafe mechanism to aliow
the driver to effectively stop or slow the car in such circumstances,

25.  Plaintiff is informed, believes and thereon alleges that there have been
19 fatalities and well over 1,000 reports by owners involving the unintended
acceleration of Toyota vehicles from the 2002 model year and forward, A 2007
NHTSA survey of 600 Lexus owners found that 10% complained they had
experienced sudden acceleration.
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