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Lexus ES models for sudden acceleration. The estimate was in a confidential
presentation listing legislative and regulatory “wins” for the company.

At a House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on February 24,
2010, Yoshimi Inaba, Toyota’s chief operating officer for North America, acknowledged
that Toyota was aware of issues with sticking pedals in Europe for a year before
accidents in the United States. Toyota executives in the United States have said they
found out about sticking pedal issues only in October, 2009. The first reports of sticking
pedals surfaced in Britain and Ireland in late 2008. By August 2009, Toyota began a
production change on cars sold in Europe that was completed by January, weeks
before it recalled millions of vehicles in the United States. Information about the
problems in Europe was “not properly shared” Inaba admitted. “We need to do a much
better job sharing what we knew in Europe with the United States to see if there is any
danger to American consumers,” Inaba said.

As a result of Toyota’s mishandling of the recalls and failure to properly follow
through on safety concerns, Many Class Members do not feel safe driving Toyota
vehicles even if they have been *fixed” by the Toyota dealer. Class Members may not
be able to sell their vehicles, may have to sell them at a much lower price, or may not
be comfortable selling them at all when they may be unsafe.

ETCS vehicles designed by other manufacturers and as originally designed by
Toyota included a brake override system, a failsafe that enables the onboard computer
to detect when both the throttle and the brake are being activated at the same time and
immediately return the throttle to idle. Toyota neglected to provide this safety measure
in recent ETCS models.

Toyota has announced that it will now install the brake override safety feature on
all new Toyota and Lexus vehicles, and retroactively install it on six specific recalled
models. However, the company has no plans to install it on all Toyotas with ETCS,

leaving thousands of vehicles at risk for sudden unintended acceleration with possible
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